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BIBLE    WORK 

OF    THE    AMERICAN    BIBLE    SOCIETY 
IN    JAPAN. 


FROM    THE    ANNUAL    REPORT    FOR    1887. 


PREPARED    BY    REV.    HENRY    LOOMIS. 


While  there  were  no  remarkable  events  in  the  work  of  the  Bible 
Society  in  Japan  in  1886,  the  results  of  the  year  are  no  less  encouraging 
than  those  of  preceding  years.  The  continued  and  increasing  demand 
for  the  Scriptures  is  the  chief  feature  of  the  year,  and  is  a  most  hopeful 
indication  of  the  liealthful  growth  of  Christianity.  While  this  is  true 
of  the  word  of  God  in  the  native  language,  the  demand  for  English  and 
German  Scriptures  has  also  been  unprecedented.  The  sale  of  the  former 
has  been  1,631  Testaments  and  596  Bibles,  and  the  sale  of  the  latter  96 
Testaments  and  1J2  Bibles.  These  have  been  purchased  principally 
for  use  in  the  schools,  and  their  influence  on  the  coming  generation  will 
be  most  happy  and  beneficial'. 

The  accounts  have  never  been  in  so  satisfactory  a  shape,  and  it  is 
possible  to  conduct  the  work  with  less  expense  and  trouble.  Year  by 
year  we  are  enabled  to  secure  the  services  of  men  better  qualified  for 
the  colporteur  work.  The  successful  men  are  continued,  while  those 
who  do  not  succeed  are  replaced  by  new  and  better  men.  We  have 
now  no  difficulty  in  securing  all  that  are  required,  and  only  the  most 
promising  candidates  are  encouraged  to  enter  upon  the  work.  A  good 
number  of  our  former  colporteurs  are  now  preachers,  and  in  various 
ways  they  sympathize  with  us  and  help  on  the  sale  of  the  Scriptures. 

One  of  the  most  useful  agencies  for  promoting  the  circulation  of  the 
Scriptures  is  the  "  Scripture  Union."  This  has  now  increased  to  about 
4,800  members,  and  is  extending  in  numbers  and  influence  all  the  time. 
In  connection  with  this  Union  there  have  been  some  cases  of  peculiar 
interest.  One  of  them  is  that  of  a  Shinto  priest,  who  writes :  "  I  am 
the  disciple  of  H  H.  [a  distinguished  Shinto  teacher],  and  at  present 
am  entangled  in  idolatry  j  but  since  last  year  I  have  been  reading  the 
Bible  and  find  myself  to  be  a  sinner.  I  sincerely  desire  to  cast  oft' idolatry, 
but  under  present  circumstances  I  cannot  do  so,  and  am  obliged  to 
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remain  as  I  am  for  one  or  two  years,  because  I  Lave  an  unavoidable 
engagement  that  compels  me  to  do  so.  I  want  to  enter  the  Scripture 
Union,  and  through  the  special  blessing  of  God  to  be  freed  from  the 
present  idolatrous  bonds." 

In  a  subsequent  letter  he  adds :  ^'  I  have  seen  in  one  of  tlie  Scripture 
leaflets  a  story  of  some  girls  going  to  Sunday  school  who  found  an  old 
wagon  in  the  road,  and  had  to  get  some  strong  man  to  come  and  take  it 
away  before  they  could  proceed.  The  old  wagon  of  idolatry  and  super- 
stition lies  in  my  way,  and  I  ask  you  and  all  Christian  friends  to  pray 
earnestly  that  this  hindrance  may  be  removed,  and  that  I  and  others 
may  be  free.  I  long  to  escape  from  the  bondage  of  idolatry.  Please 
pray  for  my  deliverance  !" 

A  letter  from  a  town  in  Idzu  states  :  "  There  are  fourteen  to  twenty 
members  of  the  Scripture  Union  here,  and  all  except  two  or  three  have 
become  believers  through  reading  the  Bible." 

Another  correspondent  says  :  '*  I  was  baptized  a  few  years  ago,  but 
entering  the  university  I  came  under  the  influence  of  one  who  taught 
us  the  doctrines  of  John  Stuart  Mill  and  Herbert  Spencer,  and  I  went 
astray  from  the  true  fold.  Lately  I  was  awakened  from  my  dream,  and 
now  I  wish  to  avail  myself  of  the  benefits  of  the  gospel,  and  also  to 
help  others.  I  have  recently  opened  a  school,  and  I  intend  to  teach  all 
the  students  the  way  of  salvation." 

One  of  the  Japanese  leaders  in  the  recent  scheme  to  overthrow  the 
government  in  Corea,  and  establish  a  new  and  more  progressive  regimey 
was  arrested  and  imprisoned  at  Osaka.  He  has  sent  a  letter  to  one  of 
the  Bible-sellers,  saying  that  after  he  was  thrown  into  the  dungeon  he 
felt  that  the  Bible  alone  could  give  him  comfort,  and  he  longed  and 
prayed  earnestly  that  his  fellow  prisoners  might  have  the  same  joy. 

As  our  present  agent  in  Tokio  was  travelling  through  a  wild  and 
sparsely  settled  part  of  the  country,  he  found  a  man,  living  in  utter 
poverty,  who  had  in  his  possession  a  copy  of  the  Gospel  of  Luke,  which 
he  had  procured  of  a  colporteur  j  and  he  had  read  it  carefully,  but  was 
troubled  because  there  was  so  much  that  he  could  not  understand. 
The  agent  was  pleased  to  explain  to  him  the  passages  that  particularly 
puzzled  him,  and  he  left  him  rejoicing  in  the  light  that  had  thus  come 
to  his  wretched  home.  This  man  promised  to  seek  a  Christian  church, 
and  avail  himself  of  the  blessings  of  regular  instruction  in  the  truths  of 
God's  holy  word. 

Translation. — The  new  publications  of  1886  are :  The  Books  of 
Hosea,  Joel,  Amos,  Obadiah,  Micah,  Nahum,  Habakkuk,  Zephaniah, 
and  Zechariah ;  but  while  none  of  the  large  and  important  Portions 
have  been  perfected,  there  has  been  much  done  in  the  way  of  a  speedy 
completion  of  the  whole  Bible.  All  is  now  translated,  and  only  awaits 
final  revision.  Rev.  Dr.  Verbeck  has  devoted  a  considerable  part  of 
the  last  two  years  to  the  work  of  translation  and  revision.  He  has 
completed  a  translation  of  the  Book  of  Psalms,  and  it  is  expected  that 


it  will  soon  be  ready  for  publication.  Dr.  Hepburn  has  translated  the 
Book  of  Job,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Fyson  I.  and  II.  Chronicles.  It  is  now- 
expected  that  the  whole  will  be  issued  during  the  coming  spring  or 
early  summer. 

The  consummation  of  this  work  will  be  an  event  of  great  interest  to 
the  Christians  in  Japan,  and  the  occasion  of  great  rejoicing.  The 
growth  of  Christianity  in  Japan  has  been  strong  and  healthful,  as  well 
as  rapid,  because  it  has  been  founded  on  the  extensive  circulation  and 
teaching  of  the  word  of  God.  About  500,000  Bibles,  Testaments,  and 
Portions  have  been  circulated  in  this  country  during  the  past  fifteen 
years.  This  has  been  in  part  the  foundation  work  of  a  growth  that  has 
been  one  of  the  marvels  in  the  history  of  Missions. 

Romanized  New  Testament.  —  The  substitution  of  the  Roman 
letters  for  the  Japanese  characters,  in  printing  and  writing,  has  been 
advocated  very  earnestly  for  some  years,  and  a  society  was  formed  for 
this  purpose.  It  has  never  obtained  government  sanction,  and  all 
official  documents  are  still  written  in  the  pure  Chinese  ideographic 
style.  Yet  the  movement  has  gained  considerable  favor,  and  the  society 
now  numbers  some  6,000  members.  A  monthly  paper  is  issued  in  advo- 
cacy of  the  scheme,  and  a  weekly  English  and  German  paper  published 
in  Tokio  has  adopted  the  system  in  a  part  of  its  columns. 

A  New  Testament  in  Romanized  characters  was  printed  at  the 
expense  of  this  society  in  1880,  and  until  recently  had  but  a  small  sale. 
But  a  little  more  than  one  year  ago  the  price  was  reduced,  and  the 
remaining  copies  were  soon  disposed  of.  There  has  been  considerable 
demand  for  more  copies,  and  in  connection  with  the  other  two  societies 
a  new  edition  was  issued  just  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  conforms  to 
the  rules  adopted  by  the  society  for  introducing  the  Roman  alphabet, 
and  it  is  likely  to  have  a  considerable  sale. 

While  the  employment  of  Roman  letters  in  place  of  the  complex 
system,  which  combines  both  Japanese  and  Chinese  characters,  has  the 
merit  of  simplicity,  it  has  the  great  disadvantage  of  being  less  intelli- 
gible. There  are  a  great  many  words  which  are  spelled  and  pronounced 
exactly  the  same  in  English,  but  which  have  an  entirely  different 
meaning.  By  the  use  of  the  Chinese  ideographic  characters  the  differ- 
ence is  readily  indicated  and  understood,  and  therefore  the  old  style 
has  still  the  support  of  most  of  the  educated  class  and  the  mass  of  the 
people.  It  is  indeed  a  difficult  question — what  can  be  done  to  render 
the  mastery  and  use  of  the  Japanese  language  more  easy  and  simple  ? 
It  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  the  use  of  the  English  alphabet 
means  the  adoption  of  the  English  language,  but  such  is  not  the  case. 
That  is  an  entirely  different  matter  and  has  few  advocates. 

Prevalence  of  the  Reform  Spirit. — The  year  was  signalized  by 
an  awakening  on  the  part  of  many  leading  men  of  Japan  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  elevation  of  women  to  the  same  position  which  they  hold 
in   Christian   lands.      While  the  women   of  Japan  have  never  been 


degraded  to  such  an  extent  as  in  China  and  India,  there  is  still  great 
need  of  such  a  change.  When  these  mothers'  hearts  are  filled  with  the 
joy  and  blessedness  of  Christ's  presence,  it  will  make  a  new  and  glori- 
ous change  in  the  home  life,  and  the  young  will  be  reared  up  in  the 
love  and  fear  of  God.  What  is  needed  here,  as  elsewhere,  is  the  Bible 
in  every  home  and  Christ  in  every  heart. 

Not  only  in  the  improvement  of  woman's  condition,  but  in  many 
ways  there  has  been  a  turning  of  the  people's  thoughts  to  tlie  teachings 
of  the  Bible.  In  a  recent  number  of  the  Tokio  "  Independent"  is  an 
article  in  regard  to  the  Bible  as  a  basis  of  morality,  in  which  it  says : 
^*  Man's  moral  nature  stands  in  need  of  quite  as  careful  training  as  his 
mind.  But  this  is  just  the  point  wherein  the  education  of  Japanese 
youths  is  signally  deficient.  So  far  as  our  experience  goes,  the  efforts 
put  forth  to  'rectify'  the  minds  of  the  student  youths  of  Japan  are 
strikingly  simple  and  one-sided.  The  system  in  vogue  is  very  much 
like— in  its  working — imploring  a  thinly  clad  man,  on  a  freezing  winter 
day,  not  to  take  cold.  The  Hochi  Shimbun  wisely  and  justly  points  to 
the  Bible  as  the  bulwark  of  England's  strength,  as  the  moral  standard 
to  which  the  youths  of  the  island  kingdom  are  expected  to  conform. 
Among  the  books  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Japanese  students  there  is 
not  one  to  compare  with  the  simplicity  of  the  Book  of  books.  The 
code  taught  in  them  is  one  of  negative  rather  than  positive  value.  The 
cold,  calm  precepts  of  Confucius  may  not  be  compared  with  the  burning 
words  of  love  that  fell  from  the  lips  of  Christ  Jesus.  Until  the  educa- 
tional curriculum  of  the  government  schools  includes  instruction  of  this 
sort,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  students  of  Japan  will  bring  their 
country  honor  and  renown." 

COREA. 

Such  has  been  the  condition  of  things  in  Corea,  that  it  has  not 
seemed  advisable  to  enlarge  our  work  there  at  present.  There  were 
many  years  after  the  missionaries  came  to  Japan,  before  anything  could 
be  done  in  the  way  of  Bible  distribution.  So  it  is  now  in  Corea.  The 
foundation  work  must  first  be  laid,  and  then  will  come  the  need  of  Bible 
agents  and  colporteurs.  In  the  meantime  the  work  of  Rijutei  will  be 
most  valuable  to  those  engaged  in  opening  that  country  to  the  gospel, 
and  copies  of  the  Chino-Corean  version  and  the  translation  of  Mark's 
Gospel  are  being  circulated  by  the  various  missionaries  and  other 
agencies  now  in  that  field. 

The  National  Bible  Society  of  Scotland  has  had  a  Japanese  agent  or 
colporteur  at  Fusan  for  some  time,  and  during  the  past  year  it  placed 
one  each  at  Chemulpo  and  Seoul.  Each  of  these  is  located  where  he 
can  have  the  immediate  protection  of  his  own  government,  and  they 
are  not  free  to  travel  wherever  they  choose  and  sell  Scriptures.-  It  is 
reported  that  the  one  at  Seoul  was  asked  to  take  down  his  sign,  and 
there  is  a  very  strong  prejudice  against  the  Japanese  on  the  part  of  the 
people.    The  same  feeling  prevails  also  against  Chinese.    For  these 


reasons  it  has  seemed  best  to  wait  until  there  was  more  freedom,  and  a 
native  agency  could  be  raised  up  to  take  the  work  in  charge. 

It  might  be  mentioned  in  this  connection  that  the  present  govern- 
ment of  Corea  is  under  the  control  of  Chinese  influence  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  limit  all  progress  that  is  not  in  accordance  with  tlie  Chinese 
policy.  It  is  evident  that  the  king  and  people  are  in  favor  of  a  more 
enlightened  and  progressive  course,  but  are  held  in  check  by  this  alien 
and  conservative  power. 

LOO    CHOO   ISLANDS. 

These  Islands  are  attracting  more  and  more  attention  from  the  Jap- 
anese government,  and  seem  to  offer  an  important  and  interesting  field. 
But  the  feeling  that  Christianity  is  a  prohibited  religion  has  not  passed 
away,  and  there  is  still  great  hesitancy  on  the  part  of  the  people  in 
adopting  the  teachings  of  the  Bible,  lest  it  may  involve  them  in  trouble 
with  the  government.  It  will  take  time  and  effort  to  remove  this  fear 
and  prejudice,  and  therefore  we  must  not  expect  any  great  results  at 
first.  In  comparing  the  two  fields  we  see  the  great  advantage  in  Japan 
of  the  native  press,  as  an  agency  for  the  circulation  of  Christian  intelli- 
gence and  also  general  information.  Yet  the  knowledge  of  what  has 
taken  place  in  Japan  will  gradually  spread  among  the  people,  and  so 
the  way  will  be  opened  for  the  reception  of  the  same  gospel. 

The  colporteur  sent  to  the  Islands  in  December,  1885,  did  not  prove 
sufficiently  energetic,  and  was  discouraged  by  the  difficulties  in  his 
way.  Being  unable  to  converse  with  the  people,  he  did  not  seem  to 
make  much  impression  upon  them  or  to  interest  them  in  his  work.  He 
has  since  been  recalled,  and  a  new  man  sent  in  his  place,  who  is  doing 
well,  and  lias  found  a  number  of  Christians  at  the  principal  port.  They 
were  very  glad  to  meet  liim,  and  it  was  agreed  that  they  should  spend 
the  Sabbatli  together.  The  colporteur  has  located  at  Shuri,  the  capital, 
which  is  some  three  miles  from  the  coast.  He  reports  that  there  are 
some  seven  or  eight  men  who  desire  to  know  about  Cliristianity,  and 
are  accustomed  to  assemble  every  Sabbath  night  for  instruction.  A 
blind  man  has  also  manifested  much  interest  in  the  study  of  Christian- 
ity, and  I  have  been  requested  to  send  him  a  copy  of  Mark's  Gospel 
in  raised  character. 

One  of  the  schoolteachers  is  also  a  Christian,  and  through  him 
others  have  become  interested  in  the  religion  of  Christ.  It  is  said  that 
some  of  the  teachers  of  the  Normal  School  are  among  the  inquirers. 
The  colporteur  writes  that  he  is  very  much  encouraged,  although  evan- 
gelistic work  is  particularly  difficult,  as  there  are  no  hotels  in  the  coun- 
try ',  so  that  when  he  travels  he  is  obliged  to  take  his  own  food  and 
bedding,  and  to  sleep  in  the  police  station  or  guardhouse.  The  language 
is  so  different  from  that  of  Japan  that  it  is  necessary  to  employ  an 
interpreter.  The  people  are  ignorant  and  less  progressive  than  the 
Japanese.  Some  of  the  better  class  give  some  thought  to  religious 
matters,  but  the  common  people  seem  to  care  but  little  about  anything 
beyond  the  supply  of  their  present  need. 
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The  Agent  expects  to  visit  the  Islands  during  the  coming  year,  that 
he  may  judge  what  will  be  needful  for  the  future  success  of  the  work  in 
this  field. 

WORK  AMONG  SEAMEN. 

During  the  past  two  months  the  United  States  man-of-war  "  Marion," 
the  flagship  of  the  Asiatic  station,  has  been  lying  in  the  port  of  Yoko- 
hama. The  captain  is  a  Christian  man,  and  with  his  co-operation  and 
sympathy  a  series  of  meetings  have  been  conducted  on  board,  with 
precious  results. 

Some  have  turned  to  their  long-neglected  Bibles  and  now  find  in 
them  daily  light  and  comfort.  Besides  many  who  wanted  English 
Bibles,  I  was  glad  to  supply  one  Finlander  and  one  Swede  with  a  copy 
each  of  the  word  of  God  in  his  own  tongue.  It  is  proposed  that  here- 
after one  evening  of  the  week  is  to  be  set  apart  for  the  study  of  the 
Bible. 

A  Christian  association  has  been  formed  which  has  already  enrolled 
thirty-two  members.  A  temperance  society  has  also  been  organized 
which  numbers  upward  of  forty-eight  members. 

The  past  years  are  likely  to  be  no  exception  to  the  future.  The 
condition  of  the  churches  everywhere  is  hopeful  in  the  extreme.  In 
several  localities  there  are  revivals,  or,  more  properly,  religious  awak- 
enings ;  and  the  number  of  accessions  to  the  churches,  at  or  about  the 
close  of  the  year,  were  more  than  usually  large.  The  report  from  all 
sections  is  that  the  field  is  white,  and  the  great  need  is  that  of  the 
reapers. 

The  growing  and  earnest  attendance  of  the  various  churches  is  not 
the  only  evidence  of  increasing  faith  in  the  truth  and  power  of  the 
Bible.  It  is  a  common  experience  of  the  missionaries  and  native  pas- 
tors to  have  men  of  rank  and  high  social  standing  coming  to  them  pri- 
vately, and,  like  Nicodemus  of  old,  seeking  for  a  more  perfect  knowl- 
edge of  Christ,  tlie  Saviour  of  the  world.  During  the  past  year  an  unusual 
number  of  men  of  the  educated  and  higher  classes  have  become  devout 
Christians.  It  is  important  that  those  who  make  the  laws  and  mould 
the  sentiment  of  the  community  in  which  they  move  should  be  God- 
fearing and  God-loving  men.  The  future  prospects  are  becoming 
brighter  every  day,  and  every  indication  now  points  to  a  speedy  triumph 
of  the  gospel  and  the  establishment  here  of  an  agency  for  the  extension 
of  the  Kedeemer's  kingdom  to  the  lands  beyond. 

The  Agent  would  express,  in  conclusion,  his  gratitude  to  God  for 
the  blessing  of  health  and  strengtli  to  continue  the  work  during  another 
year.  While  persons  have  died  from  cholera  in  the  building  adjoining 
his  own  home,  and  also  next  to  the  Bible  House,  he  has  escaped  with 
but  a  slight  toucli  of  the  disease,  and  his  family  have  been  in  tlie  enjoy- 
ment of  more  than  usually  good  health.  Although  the  number  of  deaths 
in  the  country  is  estimated  at  100,000,  but  very  few  were  from  among 
the  Christians,  and  only  one  connected  with  the  Bible  work.  To  God 
be  all  the  praise  ! 
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